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The case of Glenn Harper,
a retired African-American 
police lieutenant who has sued
the city of San Jose for racial
discrimination, has summoned
a parade of luminaries this
week to the courtroom of U.S.
District Judge Edward Davila.

Among the witnesses were
City Manager
Deb Figone,
ex-police
Chief Rob
Davis and
ex-Police
Association
President
Bobby Lopez.
Each of them

had a comment — Figone had a
cameo — in a controversy that 
has refused to disappear.

A lithe, athletic man with a
direct manner that superiors
say can sometimes rub people
the wrong way, Harper insists 
he was passed over for promo-
tion to lieutenant at least four
times in favor of less qualified
applicants. In testimony, he
presented himself as a victim of
retaliation by his bosses.

In the process, he’s laid
bare the workings of the cop
shop and — no surprise — it’s
like other workplaces. It has
jealousies, rivalries, conflicts
and enduring jockeying over
the adult world’s report card,
the performance review.

A jury of six women and two
men is expected to get the case 
late Thursday. I won’t try to
guess where they’ll come down.
But here’s my take: I think
some of the testimony, particu-
larly that from a female cop,
has hurt Harper’s case badly.

Ironically, Harper was
promoted to lieutenant, which
involves a pay increase, in
2009. Nonetheless, he contends
he lost wages and suffered
emotional distress in the
seven years he languished as
a sergeant. Before he retired,
Harper had served more than
25 years as a cop.

Summer of ’07
A lot of testimony has cen-

tered on events in July 2007,
when Harper was a sergeant
in the vice unit and supervised 
Officer Catherine Unger, who
previously had done a stint
as the department’s telegenic
public information officer.

The two clashed. Eventu-
ally, Harper was transferred to
patrol while the internal affairs
unit conducted a probe into 
allegations that he committed
sexual discrimination. That 
complaint was judged “un-
founded.”

Meanwhile, then-Lieutenant
(and now Deputy Chief) David
Hober gave Harper a lousy
performance review. Harper’s
attorney, Patrick Manshardt,
has pursued a line of inquiry
suggesting that Harper suf-
fered retaliation for raising
questions about “too close” a
relationship between Hober
and Unger.

Unger and Hober have de-
nied there was anything physi-
cal between them. And Unger
came off as solidly credible in
recounting her problems with
Harper, saying he once referred
to her as a “dumb blonde.” (In 
not the only irony of this case,
Unger’s hair is now dark.)

Humiliation
Under questioning by senior

deputy city attorney Chris
Nielsen, Unger said Harper had
singled her out for humiliating
remarks more than 20 times.
“There were times he apolo-
gized and cried,” she said. “It
happened so often that his cry-
ing didn’t mean anything.”

Harper can argue that the
police have very few African-
Americans in the command
structure. And a retired lieu-
tenant, Gene Phillips, testified
he gave Harper a much more
favorable job review in 2008.

But when you bring a law-
suit in federal court, when you
want the public’s money, your
own house better be impec-
cable. That’s not the case with
Glenn Harper, even if it’s im-
possible to completely subtract
the overlay of race in this case.

He’s the plaintiff. But in
some ways, he’s also the defen-
dant.

Contact Scott Herhold at
sherhold@mercurynews.com or
408-275-0917.
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The highest-ranking woman in 
San Jose’s fire department Wednes-
day was named the new fi re chief in 
Oakland, where she was hailed as 
the nation’s first African-American 
woman to lead a major fi re depart-
ment.

Oakland Mayor Jean Quan said 
that Assistant San Jose Fire Chief 
Teresa Deloach Reed will be the 
first woman to head the Oakland
Fire Department in its 142-year his-
tory.

“This appointment is an honor 
for me,” said Reed, who has lived 
in Oakland for 22 years. “This is not 
just any fire department; this is my 
fire department. This is the depart-
ment that I call home.”

When Reed, 53, takes over the 
590-member department in March, 
Oakland will join a growing list of 
Bay Area cities, including San Fran-
cisco and Berkeley, to have female 
fire chiefs. Oakland offi cials did not 
say Wednesday what Reed’s salary 
would be.

The announcement came the day 
after Reed’s retirement from San 
Jose, where she has worked almost 
25 years, became offi cial. San Jose 
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A historic appointment
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Sixth-graders Anthony Rocha, left, and Keith Walker  work on a video game Wednesday at
Herman Intermediate School in San Jose . Their game was based on their studies on ancient 
Rome. The school participated in the first national Digital Learning Day sponsored by the
Alliance for Excellent Education, Globaloria and the Silicon Valley Education Foundation.

DIGITAL LEARNING DAY

Youths take studies
up to the next level

Students turn their lessons on ancient Rome into video game
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BERKELEY — Anger, emo-
tion and skepticism marked a UC 
Berkeley forum Tuesday on last
year’s use of force by university po-
lice against protesters.

The sparsely attended event,
organized by the office of the
president of the University of
California, was meant to help a

UC panel with recommendations
on how university police officers 
respond to protests. The task 
force was put together after No-
vember demonstrations at the 
Berkeley and Davis campuses led 
to violence.

Several attendees at Tuesday’s 
event questioned why a university 
should have a police department 
at all. Although at least one police 

officer attended the forum, he left 
after students pointed him out to 
the crowd, which fi lled only a small 
fraction of the 730 seats in the Pau-
ley Ballroom.

Police violence has sullied UC 
Berkeley’s reputation, said Debo-
rah Blocker, a professor in the 
French department.

“It’s not a progressive place 
anymore if it beats students,” said 

Blocker, who suggested faculty 
members should have veto power
over administrators’ police-related
decisions.

The university panel was repre-
sented by the 10-campus system’s 
top lawyer, Charles Robinson, and 
UC Berkeley law Dean Christopher 
Edley. The mostly civil discussion 
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Forum examines use of force by UC police
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The California Supreme Court 
may have weighed in, but the ac-
rimonious dispute between Bullis 
Charter School and the Los Al-
tos School District over a campus 
doesn’t appear to be ending.

On Monday night before 150 
people, the fi ve-member Los Altos 
School Board made an offer for the 
upcoming school year that would 
split the charter between a K-6 cam-
pus at its current quarters on Egan 
Junior High campus — and place 
the charter’s middle-schoolers on 
the Blach Junior High campus near 
the Cupertino border.

That was far from what Bul-
lis backers had sought, which was 
for the district to close one of its 
neighborhood schools — preferably 
Gardner Bullis in Los Altos Hills
— and turn over that campus to the 
charter school.

“The offer makes no sense,” Bul-
lis board Chairman Ken Moore said.
“It’s like their lawyers chose to ig-
nore the Supreme Court.”

Earlier this month, the Califor-
nia Supreme Court ruled that the 
district violated the law by not of-
fering Bullis a campus “reasonably 
equivalent” to its own schools. As 
a public school chartered by the
Santa Clara County Offi ce of Educa-
tion, Bullis does not charge tuition 
and is entitled to free facilities from 
the Los Altos School District. Those 
quarters must be large enough to 
accommodate the portion of its stu-
dent body who live in the Los Altos 
School District. The district must 
make an offer every year.

Moore charged that the district’s 
offer “aggressively manipulates the 
facts to allocate as little as pos-

LOS ALTOS

Charter
says no
to split
campus
Bullis seeks one site;
district refuses to close 
neighborhood school    

Oakland Mayor 
Jean Quan, left,
congratulates
the city’s
new fire 
chief, Teresa 
Deloach Reed,
after a news 
conference
Wednesday 
at City Hall. 
Reed is the first 
woman to head
the Oakland 
department 
in its 142-year 
history.
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